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Integration and Identity: The Exile Experience Through the Lens of Tanach
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9) Reflections of the Rav, Volume One p.178

Four significant lessons may be derived from the Persian galut. First, our faith in man must not blind us to
the demonic within him; the question, “Can it happen here?” must be faced soberly, not naively. Second,
every upheaval, every major movement and event in history has dire possibilities for the Jews. Third, a

common destiny unites all Jews. And finally, God intercedes whenever total destruction faces the Jewish

people.

10) Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Covenant and Conversation: A Weekly Reading of the Jewish Bible
Genesis: The Book of Creation

The difference between them is this: Hokbma is the truth we discover; Torah is the truth we inherit.
Hokhbma is the universal heritage of mankind, by virtue of the fact that we are created in G-d’s “image and
likeness”... Torah is the specific heritage of Israel... Hokhma discloses God in creation. Torah is the word of
God in revelation. Hokhma is ontological truth (how things are); Torah is covenental truth (how things
ought to be). Hokhma can be defined as anything that allows us to see the universe as the work of God, and
humanity as the image of God. Torah is God’s covenant with the Jewish people, the architecture of holiness

and Israel’s written constitution as a nation under the sovereignty of God.

Judaism was - and to this day remains - unique in its combination of universalism and particularism. We
believe that God is the God of all humanity. He created all. He is accessible to all. He cares for all. He has

made a covenant with all...

We as Jews are (or should be) secure in our relationship with God, the God who has revealed Himself in the
intimacy of love, whose expression is Torah. The challenge of faith in its particularity and universality is
therefore today what it was in the days of Abraham and Sarah: to be true to our particular heritage while

being a blessing to others, whatever their heritage. That is a formula for peace and graciousness in an era

badly in need of both.
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